Watershed Initiative

NatureScape

What is NatureScape?

NatureScapes are yards and landscapes that provide healthy habitat for birds, butterflies and other wildlife.  In addition, nature-friendly landscaping helps conserve water, reduce pollution runoff and may even save time and money on maintenance!

How can I get my yard/garden certified?

To sign up for a free NatureScape Certification, make an appointment today by calling (619) 409-3893 or emailing Conservation@ci.chula-vista.ca.us.

What are water conserving landscape strategies?
You can design a landscape that not only conserves energy but also water. Xeriscaping is mostly used in arid regions, but its principles can be used in any region to help conserve water. 

What is xeriscaping?

Xeriscaping is a systematic method of promoting water conservation in landscaped areas. It's based on seven principles:

1. Planning and design

2. Selecting and zoning plants appropriately

3. Limiting turf areas

4. Improving the soil

5. Irrigating efficiently

6. Using mulches

7. Maintaining the landscape

Water Conservation Program

How can I tell if I am watering too much?

It is important to not only understand a plant's particular watering requirements, but also evapotranspiration. Evapotranspiration (Et) is the amount of water that is evaporated from the soil and transpired through the plant's leaves. This amount of water needs to be replaced through watering. Call your local water district or cooperative extension service and ask about your Et rate. It's best to water or irrigate your plants in the early morning when evaporation rates are low. This also provides plants with water before mid-day when the evaporation rate is the highest.

